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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect and sincere admiration that | rise
today to celebrate Black History Month and its
2019 theme—Black Migrations. This years
theme reflects on the mass movement of Afri-
can Americans from the rural south to north-
ern, western, and mid-western cities of the
United States from approximately 1916 to
1970. This profound movement has played a
critical role in changing the landscape of
American society for the better and has
helped to shape our wonderfully diverse and
truly remarkable nation.

During World War |, the first large migra-
tions took place, with over 400,000 African
Americans moving from the south and inhab-
iting major northern cities such as Chicago,
Detroit, and Pittsburgh. In the 1920s, another
800,000 people left the south, followed by an-
other 400,000 in the 1930s. Between 1940
and 1960, over 3,300,000 African Americans
had migrated from southern states to resettle
in northern and western cities. While there
were numerous reasons for this migration,
many individuals and families were hoping to
escape the economic oppression they were
experiencing in the south, which left little room
for economic growth. World War | created a
demand for workers in the steel mills, fac-
tories, and railroads, and most people moved
for higher paying jobs. When the migration
began, a factory wage in the north was more
than three times the amount an African Amer-
ican could expect to make working the land in
the south. By World War |l, African American
people continued to move north but also set-
tled west, in California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington.

Black migration influenced religion, music,
literature, arts, social perspectives, tradition,
and the history of our nation, and we are for-
ever grateful for the impact it had on creating
a rich, culturally diverse America. In addition,
African Americans now had a new voice in
shaping public policy through political activism.
However, while the movement brought more
opportunity and ideas, African Americans con-
tinued to fight with racism, prejudice, and in-
justice. During this time, there were numerous
race riots in the north, including the Chicago
Race Riot of 1919, which lasted thirteen days,
leaving 38 people dead, 537 people injured,
and 1,000 black families without homes. While
our great country has made tremendous
strides in the fight for equality and civil rights,
there is much work to be done.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in celebrating
Black History Month. This month and always,
it is important that we honor and celebrate
America’s greatest advocates for equal rights
and civil liberties. As we pay tribute to these

heroes of American history, let us remember
their profound perseverance, sacrifice, and
struggle in the fight for freedom and equality,
and the remarkable impact their contributions
have had in shaping our great nation.

———
RECOGNIZING RABBI DAVID
STEINHARDT'S 25 YEARS OF

DEDICATED SERVICE TO B’'NAI
TORAH CONGREGATION

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored to rise today in recognition of the impor-
tant work done by Rabbi David Steinhardt of
B’nai Torah Congregation.

For 25 years, Rabbi Steinhardt has offered
a religious home in the B’nai Torah congrega-
tion. As a member myself, the Rabbi has
brought words of wisdom, healing, and inspira-
tion to me, my family, and the Jewish commu-
nity of Boca Raton. His deep commitment to
teaching and advancing Jewish values has
brought B’'nai Torah to preeminence. His ser-
mons reinforce our values and provide spir-
itual guidance, and his deep commitment to
Israel is most appreciated by our community.
For these 25 years of leadership, | am grateful
for Rabbi Steinhardt.

In times of hardship, such as after the
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Rabbi
Steinhardt has created a space for mourning
and healing within B’nai Torah. After the Tree
of Life synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh, he
welcomed local leaders of all religious denomi-
nations for a powerful community-wide vigil.
Rabbi Steinhardt's work with the Interfaith
Clergy Association has contributed signifi-
cantly to the strength of our broader commu-
nity.

As we begin this new year, | am confident
Rabbi David Steinhardt will continue to be a
cherished member of the Boca Raton commu-
nity. | greatly appreciate Rabbi Steinhardt’s
dedication to the congregants of B’nai Torah
and the people of South Florida, and | am
pleased to honor him.

———

CHRISTIAN BANZIGER EARNS THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Christian Banziger of Sugar
Land, TX for earning the rank of Eagle Scout.
Eagle Scout is the highest honor a Boy Scout
can earn.

Only a small percentage of Boy Scouts
reach the rank of Eagle Scout. This honor re-
quires years of effort to develop the necessary

leadership, service and outdoor skills. To earn
it, Christian developed and provided leader-
ship to others in a service project. For his
project, Christian built a table and benches for
the Arya Samaj Greater Houston and Vedic
Culture Center. His dedication to our commu-
nity has prepared him to be a leader in his fu-
ture career. The leadership skills he has
learned through Boy Scouts are already bene-
fiting our community, just as the contributions
of Boy Scouts continue to benefit our commu-
nities in countless ways.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Christian Banziger for becoming an Eagle
Scout. We are proud of his continued success
and thank him for his dedication to making our
community a better place.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BIG BROTHERS BIG
SISTERS OF CENTRAL CALI-
FORNIA

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Central California (BBBS) on the occasion of
their 50th anniversary. Since its creation,
BBBS has assisted in establishing meaningful,
professional, and long-lasting relationships be-
tween adult volunteers and young adults.

Big Brothers of America was created in
1904, by Ernest Kent Coulter. Ernest worked
as a children’s court clerk in New York City
and watched countless young boys shuffle in
and out of the courtroom. He believed that if
caring adults could guide and help the chil-
dren, they could stay away from trouble and
grow up to become productive members of
their community. At the same time, members
of the organization Ladies of Charity, were
maintaining friendships with young girls who
had gone through the New York children’s
court. This organization would become the
Catholic Big Sisters. This growing movement
of mentorship brought caring role models into
the lives of children across the nation.

In 1946, the United States Congress recog-
nized Big Brothers of America as a social wel-
fare organization. The simultaneous growth of
the two organizations led to the merging of Big
Brothers of America and Big Sisters of Amer-
ica into Big Brothers Big Sisters of America in
1977.

Locally, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central
California has served over 20,000 children and
their families. In 1997, satellite offices were
opened in Hanford and Madera, to cover an
expanded service area of Kings and Madera
counties. Expanding yet again, in late 2007
BBBS merged with Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Tulare County and became the Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Central California to reflect their
new region. Today, BBBS Central California
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serve four counties in the Central Valley and
serves over 1,000 children each year through
various mentorship programs.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Central California’s 50th anniversary. | com-
mend the service of all past and present mem-
bers of this organization, who have worked
collectively to motivate, promote, support, and
educate children and young adults in Central
California.

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 367, THE PAY
OUR COAST GUARD PARITY ACT
OF 2019

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. YOUNG. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to address the unfortunate position the brave
members of our Coast Guard were put in due
to the recent shutdown. Even while they oper-
ated without pay, these courageous men and
women continued to serve our country and |
would like to highlight some of their stories.

On January 12th, a Coast Guard aircrew re-
sponded to two surfers in distress off the Or-
egon Coast who had been pushed by the surf
into a cliffside cove. Once on scene, the crew
was able to hoist the surfers out of the water
and get them to safety. On Christmas Eve of
last year, the Coast Guard interdicted a mi-
grant boat off the coast of the Dominican Re-
public. Onboard, the crews found 100 kilo-
grams of cocaine heading for the United
States. On January 6th, the Coast Guard Cut-
ter Vigilant assisted the Haitian government in
stopping a small boat dangerously overloaded
with 70 Haitian migrants. The Coast Guard
worked jointly with Haiti to stop the illegal im-
migration and maintain the safety of life at
sea, something they regularly work with inter-
national partners to accomplish.

These are just a few examples of the great
work our Coast Guard does every day to pro-
tect the people in and around our waterways
as well as in our country. Yet unlike the other
branches in our armed forces who selflessly
serve this country, our Coast Guard men and
women were not getting compensated for their
work during the shutdown. In 2013, Congress
passed the Pay Our Military Act before a shut-
down began to make sure members in the
armed forces were able to collect their pay-
checks. | emphasize that this was done before
the 2013 shutdown because we just went a lit-
tle over a month in one and even with intro-
duced legislation to make sure our Coast
Guard got paid, we didn’t act on it.

There were 41,000 Active Duty Coast Guard
members, 6,200 reservists, and 8,500 civilian
personnel affected by the shutdown. It is esti-
mated that 31 percent of Active Duty members
do not have the savings needed to cover one
month’s worth of expenses. Moreover, some
13 percent do not have any emergency sav-
ings at all. This is not to mention the other
benefits the Service members were missing
out on like child care programs, death bene-
fits, housing allowances, and required travel
costs. Meanwhile, the negative impact on re-
cruiting and retention of members due to the
instability will likely have lasting effects long
after the shutdown.
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My state is home to U.S. Coast Guard Base
Kodiak, the largest Coast Guard base in the
nation. From there, they coordinate a mul-
titude of operations in the waters around Alas-
ka, including north in the Arctic. They patrol
our waters to ensure the proper adherence of
fishing laws and regulations, coordinate
search and rescue efforts, help establish and
maintain aids to navigation, and conduct other
missions to help save lives and strengthen na-
tional security. As the United States’ only sur-
face presence in the Arctic, their mission to
ensure safe maritime activity and safeguard
national security has gained importance due to
the growing presence of Russia and China in
the region. This mission is sure to only be-
come even more significant as these foreign
powers continue to expand their influence.

Madam Speaker, | could go on about the
many great things our Coast Guard does for
both the state of Alaska and the United States
as a whole, but | believe it is well understood
in this chamber and across the country. With
the threat of another shutdown in the near fu-
ture, | fear that the members of our Coast
Guard will be put in the same position again.
That is why | urge we move to immediately
bring up and pass H.R. 367, the Pay Our
Coast Guard Parity Act of 2019, to make sure
they are compensated moving forward. Mean-
while, | call on all members in Congress to
come to the table and work with the Adminis-
tration so that we can make a long-term
agreement that is beneficial for all federal em-
ployees and prevent another shutdown.

————

THE FLOOD INSURANCE FOR
FARMERS ACT OF 2019

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today |
introduce the “Flood Insurance for Farmers
Act of 2019,” with my colleague Congressman
DouGg LAMALFA (R-CA). This bipartisan bill
builds upon the “Flood and Agriculture Risk
Management (FARM) Cost Reduction Act of
2017” and legislation | sponsored in the 114th
Congress.

The “Flood Insurance for Farmers Act of
2019” would provide access to discounted
rates under the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram to families who have farmed the Sac-
ramento Valley floodplain for generations. This
will help keep agricultural land in production,
which is the best way to push back against ir-
responsible subdivisions in the floodplain that
place lives at risk and force farms onto the
auction block.

Under current law, areas designated by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) as “Special Flood Hazard Areas” re-
quire that all new, expanded, or repaired
structures be raised above potential flood
level. In much of the Sacramento Valley, this
would require raising barns and silos upwards
of 10 feet, which is cost prohibitive for many
farmers or simply inconsistent with continued
agricultural land use.

Currently, FEMA assumes there is zero pro-
tection if a levee does not meet the federally
mandated 100-year level of flood protection
and charges full-cost rates under the National
Flood Insurance Program. This effectively pre-
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cludes Sacramento Valley farmers from mak-
ing capital improvements on their operations
or securing the necessary financing for such
capital improvements. Our bipartisan bill would
lift this de facto federal prohibition on new
construction and repairs of agricultural struc-
tures in high flood-risk areas designated by
FEMA.

Specifically, the “Flood Insurance for Farm-
ers Act” would direct FEMA to develop a new
flood mapping zone for basins in the Sac-
ramento Valley and elsewhere nationwide pro-
tected by levees that do not currently meet the
federally mandated 100-year level of flood pro-
tection. Rates charged under the National
Flood Insurance Program in this new flood
zone would be based on actuarial risk. This
means that if levees provide a 50-year level of
flood protection, FEMA would charge rates
based on that discounted risk level. This en-
sures that farming families can get more af-
fordable flood insurance that reflects the lev-
ees they pay to upkeep.

The “Flood Insurance for Farmers Act” is
endorsed by the California Rice Commission,
USA Rice Federation, American Farm Bureau
Federation, California Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, Sacramento County Farm Bureau, Yuba-
Sutter Farm Bureau, Yolo County Farm Bu-
reau, California Cattlemen’s Association, Dairy
Institute of California, and the Sutter Butte
Flood Control Agency.

| thank Congressman LAMALFA for his sup-
port as the bill's original cosponsor and look
forward to continuing to work together on this
critical issue for Sacramento Valley farmers. |
also want to thank all the California-based and
national organizations that have endorsed the
bill, to date.

Madam Speaker, | hope that Congress will
include the “Flood Insurance for Farmers Act”
in any reauthorization of the National Flood In-
surance Program. | urge all Members to join
me and Congressman LAMALFA in cospon-
soring this important legislation for American
farmers.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOHN R.
MASLY AND HIS 50 YEARS OF
SERVICE IN THE ARMY RE-
SERVES

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
to honor Mr. John Masly and his long, distin-
guished career spanning just over 50 years as
both a civilian and as an officer in the Army
Reserves. In addition to this statement of his
service, he will be sent a United States flag
that has been flown over our great Capitol.

On January 2 of this year, Mr. Masly for-
mally retired from the U.S. Army Armament
Research, Development, and Engineering
Center at Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey. He
had begun his career in 1968 in the Nuclear
and Fuze Division. Over the years, he was
awarded several patents and published sev-
eral technical reports in support of the division
mission. Mr. Masly also served as Lieutenant
Colonel for the Corps of Engineers in the
Army Reserve. In 1984, he took a position at
the Depot Systems Command Facility in
Mainz, Germany. In 1993, he returned to the
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ARDEC Fuze Division where supported the
development and production of multiple fuze
programs. Notably, he made essential con-
tributions to warfighter battle command train-
ing exercises.

| ask that we take a moment to recognize
Mr. John Masly for his exceptional life of serv-
ice and his significant contributions to our na-
tion. We should ever be grateful for men and
women like him and hope that his contribu-
tions and dedication inspire others to do the
same.

COMMEMORATING ILLINOIS’ 18TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, as we rec-
ognize National Catholic Schools Week of
2019, | would like to recognize all the Catholic
schools and parishes in the 18th Congres-
sional District of lllinois and across the nation
that will be participating in this year’s activities.
This week, over six thousand Catholic schools
will host more than two million students to cel-
ebrate this year’s theme: “Learn. Serve. Lead.
Succeed.”

As a graduate of St. Anne Grade School in
East Moline, lllinois and Spalding Catholic
High School in Peoria, llinois, it is my privi-
lege to celebrate with Catholic schools across
my District. The education and religious values
that these institutions instill serve as a strong
foundation for a devoted relationship with God
and inform our daily lives with lessons of faith.

This week we recognize the value Catholic
education provides to young people and its
contributions to Church, communities, and the
nation. | would like to formally recognize the
Catholic Schools in lllinois’ 18th Congressional
District celebrating this week:

St. Edward Catholic—Chillicothe; Our Sav-
iour—Jacksonville; Blessed Sacrament—Quin-
cy; Holy Cross Catholic—Mendota; St. Patrick
Catholic—Springfield; Carroll Catholic—Lin-
coln; St. Patrick Catholic—Washington; St.
Mary’s—Bloomington; Holy Family Parish—
Peoria; St. Philomena—Peoria; Corpus Chris-
ti—Bloomington; Epiphany Catholic—Normal;
Routt Catholic High—Jacksonville; Quincy
Notre Dame High—Quincy; Christ the King—
Springfield; St. Vincent de Paul Catholic—Pe-
oria; Peoria Notre Dame High—Peoria; St.
Mary’s Grade School—Metamora; St. Mary’s
Catholic—Kickapoo; Central Catholic High—
Bloomington; Little Flower Catholic—Spring-
field; Blessed Sacrament Catholic—Morton;
St. Thomas the Apostle—Peoria Heights; St.
Agnes—Springfield; St. Paul Catholic—
Macomb; Sts. Peter & Paul—Nauvoo; St. Jude
Catholic—Peoria; St. Peter—Quincy; St. Jo-
seph Catholic—Pekin; St. Francis Solanus—
Quincy; St.  Aloysius—Springfield; St.
Dominic—Quincy; St. Mary—Mt. Sterling; St.
Mark Catholic—Peoria.

While we reflect this week on the impact
that our schools have had on our spiritual
growth, let us also recognize the contributions
that the National Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation continually provides for our commu-
nities. Once again, | am pleased to com-
memorate the 2019 National Catholic Schools
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Week and | look forward to many more years
of continued success and celebration.

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND CHIEF
MASTER SERGEANT ERICKA E.
KELLY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, today |
wish to recognize Command Chief Master
Sergeant Ericka E. Kelly, upon her retirement
after 32 years of distinguished military service
to our great Nation in the United States Air
Force and Air Force Reserve.

Chief Kelly’s career culminated with her final
assignment as both the Senior Enlisted Advi-
sor to the Chief of the Air Force Reserve,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington,
D.C., and Command Chief of the Air Force
Reserve Command, Robins Air Force Base,
Georgia. Chief Kelly represents the highest
enlisted executive level of leadership in Air
Force Reserve Command and advises the
commander on all issues regarding the readi-
ness, training, welfare, morale, proper utiliza-
tion and progress of more than 55,000 en-
listed Citizen Airmen. She also provides direc-
tion to the Reserve force and represents their
interests at all levels of government to other
military branches and in joint strategic and
operational war-fighting environments.

Chief Master Sergeant Kelly came from ex-
ceptionally humble beginnings in Guatemala
and overcame extreme adversity to achieve
her American dream. Immigrating to the
United States at the age of 12, she had to
work full-time to help support her family before
finishing high school at night to earn her di-
ploma. Knowing from a young age she wanted
to serve in our nation’s military, her dogged
determination is the epitome of personal resil-
ience.

Chief Kelly’s career began in the medical
field as a medical services specialist. Recog-
nizing her talents, the Air Force challenged
her through increased responsibilities and she
continued to grow and excel as an
aeromedical evacuation crew member with
over 1,400 flight hours on various airframes.
Chief Kelly has deployed numerous times in
support of contingency operations around the
world including Restore Hope and Operations
Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom.

In addition to her military service, Chief
Kelly has more than 20 years of government,
management and law enforcement experi-
ence. She has served as a field agent and
criminal investigator for the Department of
Justice in numerous agencies including the
Office of Professional Responsibility. She is
also a John Maxwell certified speaker, coach
and trainer.

Throughout her tenure, Chief Kelly has been
instrumental in advocating for Reservists
across the globe and strengthening the total
force team. She has ensured Air Force Re-
serve interests and total force solutions were
highlighted and incorporated into decisions
made at the highest levels of the Air Force
guaranteeing Air Force Reserve Airmen were
ready to answer our nation’s call.

Due to Chief Master Sergeant Ericka Kelly’s
visionary leadership, foresight and ceaseless
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efforts, the Air Force, the Department of De-
fense, and the Nation will long reap the bene-
fits of her many years of service. It is experi-
enced, dedicated, professional Citizen Airmen
like Chief Master Sergeant Kelly who make
the Department of Defense and the Air Force
Reserve the outstanding institutions that they
are today.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress and a grateful Nation, | ex-
tend our deepest appreciation to Chief Master
Sergeant Ericka E. Kelly for her many years of
dedicated service. There is no question the Air
Force, Department of Defense, and the United
States benefited greatly from Chief Kelly’s vi-
sionary leadership, planning and foresight, and
we wish her the very best.

RECOGNIZING CHIEF JEREMY
DESSELLIER FOR HIS LEADER-
SHIP AND HEROISM

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize Chief Jeremy Dessellier of
the Hubbell Fire Department for his leadership
and heroism following the 2018 Father's Day
flooding in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
Through his actions, Chief Dessellier has
shown himself to be selfless, courageous, and
an indispensable part of Michigan’s First Dis-
trict.

During the 2018 Father's Day weekend,
multiple rounds of heavy rain fell across much
of the Upper Peninsula. Almost 7 inches of
rain came down on the Keweenaw Peninsula
overnight, creating flash floods that washed
out roads, destroyed homes, and caused mas-
sive damage to the area. A state of disaster
was declared as the community came together
to rescue those in danger and begin recovery
efforts. Local first responders joined with state
officials, the Red Cross, and hundreds of vol-
unteers to help the region rebuild.

In the days and weeks following the flood-
ing, the leadership of Chief Dessellier was crit-
ical to the success of these efforts. He took
calls and meetings with residents, organized
supplies, led volunteers, and went above and
beyond the call of duty to ensure the health
and well-being of those in his fire precinct and
beyond. Under his leadership, volunteers were
able to ensure the safety of community mem-
bers and move significant amounts of earth
and water from local homes and streets. The
heroic actions of Chief Dessellier and his vol-
unteers serve as an inspiration for those in
Michigan’s First District. His devotion to public
duty has touched the lives of countless
Michiganders, and the impact of his heroism
cannot be overstated.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to recognize
Chief Jeremy Dessellier for his exceptional
leadership and heroism. Michiganders can
take great pride in knowing the First District is
home to such a selfless and courageous indi-
vidual. On behalf of my constituents, | wish
Chief Dessellier all the best in his future en-
deavors.
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HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Ms. FRANKEL. Madam Speaker, on roll call
votes 52, 53, and 54, | was not present be-
cause | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “YEA,” “YEA,”
and “YEA” respectively.

———

IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL
RILEY S. KUZNIA

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. PETERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Lance Corporal Riley
S. Kuznia of Karlstad, Minnesota who was
tragically killed at the age of 20 from an acci-
dental weapon discharge on January 1, 2019
at the Marine Barracks in Washington, D.C.
From a young age, Lance Corporal Kuznia
wanted to serve in the military and committed
himself to protecting our country.

Lance Corporal Kuznia’s leadership abilities
were evident from the very beginning of his
service. After graduating from Tri-County High
School in 2017, he joined the Marine Corps
within days of turning 18. He was soon serv-
ing on active duty at the Marine Barracks in
Washington, D.C., the oldest post of the
Corps, and responsible for post security and
policing at the barracks. According to the Star
Tribune, the post’s commanding officer, Colo-
nel Don Tomich, said, “Riley was a highly
driven and goal-oriented Marine whose posi-
tive attitude set the example here at the bar-
racks.” It was clear that he loved serving in
the Marine Corps, and he had a bright future
ahead of him.

| wish to extend my condolences to the fam-
ily of Lance Corporal Kuznia. He was a bright
young man whose discipline and commitment
should be admired by this Congress.

e —
COMMEMORATING THE FORTIETH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BOND
LAWYERS
HON. STEVE STIVERS
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the people of Ohio’s Fifteenth
Congressional District and join with my col-
league, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, to commemorate
the fortieth anniversary of the National Asso-
ciation of Bond Lawyers.

Since its inception in 1979, the National As-
sociation of Bond Lawyers has worked dili-
gently to advance the integrity and knowledge
of the municipal market. Through the edu-
cation of its members and other public finance
stakeholders, the Association has aided count-
less communities in finding creative financing
opportunities to reach their goals.

As Co-Chairs of the House of Representa-
tives Municipal Finance Caucus, we appre-
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ciate the Association’s continued commitment
to education and the expertise its Members
are able to provide relating to legislation, regu-
lations, and rulings affecting tax-exempt bonds
and taxable bonds, as well as court and ad-
ministrative proceedings. These bonds are a
crucial funding source for the critical infrastruc-
ture that spans our nation, delivering essential
services and uniting millions of Americans.

United by a common goal and working for
the public good, the Association has been an
important partner for Congress, industry part-
ners, and federal regulators. Never straying
from its core mission, education, the forum the
Association provides has led to advancements
in the field of public finance for the past four
decades.

We wish to congratulate President Dee
Wisor and the entire Executive Board, and the
dedicated Members across the country, as
they commemorate this milestone on February
5, 2019, and encourage our colleagues to join
us in wishing the National Association of Bond
Lawyers many more years of success.

—

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SHERI
BOHIGIAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of Sheri Bohigian, who
passed away on December 20, 2018 at the
age of 72. Sheri will be remembered as a lov-
ing wife, mother and dedicated member of our
community. It is both fitting and appropriate
that we honor Sheri for her dedication to our
Valley.

Sheri was born on November 11, 1946 in
Fresno, California to Kent and Nikki Bowlan.
Her father was a Colonel in the United States
Air Force, which required the family to move
frequently. They traveled to Scotland, the Mar-
shall Islands, Alaska, lllinois, Seattle, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles. Traveling be-
came one of Sheri's favorite things to do.
Sheri’s parents gave her the motivation she
needed to help her believe in herself. Her
mother’'s outgoing personality and father’s
humble traits shaped her into a selfless, eating
young lady. These traits went along with her
everywhere she went.

Sheri attended the University of Missouri,
where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Jour-
nalism. She then met the love of her life Tom
Bohigian. They were blessed with one son,
Stephen. Throughout their marriage Sheri and
Tom shared many memorable moments, trav-
eling and camping at Lake Tahoe, Yosemite,
and Kings Canyon National Park and explor-
ing parts of Europe together. Sheri also en-
joyed the company of her many dear friends,
frequently hosting dinners and gatherings in
her home.

Sheri served her community in a number of
ways. She was on the Board of Directors and
volunteered for the San Joaquin River Park-
way. Sheri retired from the San Joaquin Valley
Air District after nine years of service. She
cared about the world around her and hoped
to leave it a better place for generations to
come.

Sheri is survived by her husband Tom, son
Stephen, and many wonderful friends.
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Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Sheri Bohigian.
Sheri leaves behind a remarkable legacy of
love and selflessness. It is my honor to stand
with Sheri’s family in celebration of her great
life.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. J. DAVID
KEANEY

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate J. David
Keaney on receiving career recognition by the
National Electrical Contractors Association
(“NECA”) and his retirement as Executive
Manager of the Western Massachusetts and
Central Massachusetts Chapters of NECA.

Dave Keaney grew up in Western Massa-
chusetts. He graduated from Cathedral High
School and attended American International
College in Springfield, Massachusetts obtain-
ing a bachelor's degree in 1961 and master’s
degree in 1965. He went on to attend Western
New England College Law School and was a
member of the class of 1970. He was subse-
quently admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in
1972. His political relationship with Western
Massachusetts began with the friendship of
Mayor William Sullivan and culminated as
General Counsel for Sheriff Michael Ashe of
Hampden County. This relationship would
serve him well, leading him to work for the
Second Congressional District and the Hon.
Edward Patrick Boland, Jr. beginning on De-
cember 1, 1968. Dave would serve Congress-
man Boland for twenty years. He would go on
to serve in my Congressional office for the
next twelve years offering me unwavering ad-
vice on all matters affecting the constituency
of the district. His counsel in these areas was
uncompromising and steadfast.

Over Mr. Keaney’s 46 years of service to
NECA he has been essential to the harmony
of labor relations between electrical contrac-
tors and the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers (“IBEW”) in both Western and
Central Massachusetts. Dave has negotiated
dozens of labor agreements and resolved
labor disputes with the local IBEW unions,
both in Massachusetts and in Washington,
D.C., always in a professional manner aimed
at furthering the industry for the benefit of all.

Mr. Keaney has also chaired and served on
numerous committees focused on improving
the health and welfare of workers, pension
funds, and the training and education of elec-
tricians. He has assisted with the implementa-
tion of joint apprenticeship and training pro-
grams in Springfield and Worcester, estab-
lished to educate and train members of the
IBEW to become superior electricians and
leaders in the industry.

Madam Speaker, through his counsel, lead-
ership, and collegiality, Dave Keaney has as-
sisted contractors and electricians to bring
power, light, and communications technology
to Western and Central Massachusetts com-
munities; always leaving customers satisfied
with the work provided. Dave’s advice and
counsel to generations of electrical contractors
has enhanced the chapter's market share,
provided impacted workplace safety and pro-
ductivity, and created mutually beneficial work-
ing conditions for electrical contractors and
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workers alike. | wish my friend all the best in
his future endeavors and thank him for his
public service and his contribution to the in-
dustry.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, on Thurs-
day, January 24, 2019, | missed votes in the
House due to a family commitment in lllinois.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on Roll Call No. 50; and “nay” on Roll Call
No. 51.

———

INTRODUCTION OF CIVICS
LEARNING ACT OF 2019

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Civics Learning Act of
2019, a bipartisan bill that focuses on increas-
ing civic participation by ensuring that young
people in our country receive a strong civics
education.

It might surprise you to learn that, according
to the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the
University of Pennsylvania, in 2018 only 32
percent of Americans surveyed were capable
of naming all three branches of government.
Only 30 percent of Americans surveyed knew
that the Senate is in charge of confirming Su-
preme Court nominees. In 2017, only 37 per-
cent of Americans surveyed could name any
of the rights guaranteed under the First
Amendment. In 2014, only 23 percent of
eighth graders performed at or above the pro-
ficient level on the National Assessment of
Educational Progress civics exam. This star-
tling reality makes it clear that civics education
in this country is in need of renewed focus.

Madam Speaker, the Civics Learning Act of
2019 promotes new and existing evidence-
based strategies to strengthen and prioritize
innovative civics learning and teaching by en-
couraging innovative American history, civics
and government, and geography instruction.
Professional development activities, pro-
graming, and learning strategies would also be
available to prepare teachers, principals, and
other school leaders. Such instruction and pro-
graming would particularly benefit low-income
students and underserved populations includ-
ing students and teachers at high-need
schools and low-access areas such as rural or
inner-city communities. Recognizing that most
civics programs focus on high school teachers
and students, this bill would ensure funding for
elementary, middle, and high school programs
in order to create a lasting foundation for civic
knowledge.

Madam Speaker, it is my sincere hope this
body will expeditiously pass this measure.
Doing so will reaffirm America’s commitment
to civics education, fostering a more informed
citizenship that will only strengthen our de-
mocracy.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND MEM-
ORY OF DR. T. VAUGHN WALKER

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor and in loving memory of Dr. Thomas
Vaughn Walker, who served not only his con-
gregation but the greater community of my
hometown of Louisville, the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, and more.

Dr. Walker spent his Sundays (and nearly
every other day of the week) sharing God'’s
word from a brick building near the comer of
Seventh Street and Algonquin Parkway, where
First Gethsemane Baptist Church has proudly
stood since 1972. From March of 1984 on, Dr.
Walker made First “G” his home, serving as
its Senior Pastor for nearly 35 years.

Though he had a quiet and reserved de-
meanor, his words and his impact—from the
pulpit and beyond—were incredibly powerful.
When he spoke, you listened, and lives were
changed. Because Dr. Walker not only shared
the lessons of scripture, he also served as a
mentor and teacher for countless more.

The first black professor to work full-time at
a Southern Baptist Convention school, Dr.
Walker retired after 30 years of teaching at the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville. He earned a Ph.D. degree from Oregon
State University, a Master of Divinity and
Christian Education degree from the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, a Master of
Science degree from Eastern lllinois Univer-
sity, and a Bachelor of Science degree from
Hampton University. Education was an impor-
tant part of Dr. Walker's faith, and he shared
that knowledge far and wide.

Dr. Walker’s family, including the love of his
life and his Hampton University college sweet-
heart, Dr. Cheryl D. Walker; their three chil-
dren, David, Mary, and Eryn; and their six
grandchildren, Celeste, Celvion, Jai, Joi, Jo-
siah, and Ella; will all remain in my continued
thoughts and prayers, along with the entire
church family of First Gethsemane Baptist.

Though his work on earth is now complete,
| am confident that his words and his teach-
ings will remain with so many of us, and will
be carried on by all of those who were lucky
enough to call him their friend and teacher.

| thank Dr. T. Vaughn Walker for a lifetime
of service.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mrs. ROBY. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on Roll Call No. 52;
“yea” on Roll Call No. 53; and “yea” on Roll
Call No. 54.
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IN RECOGNITION OF LEWISVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LEADERS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Lewisville High School stu-
dent leaders who have traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. this week to study our nation’s
government. These twelve high school sen-
iors, under the leadership of Principal Jeffrey
Kajs, have continued Lewisville High School’s
strong legacy of leadership and service.

More than 60 years ago, the Lewisville High
School Class of 1958 traveled to the U.S.
Capitol for its senior class trip. Led by Senior
Class President R.L. Crawford, students met
with North Texas Congressman Frank lkard in
April 1958.

Last summer, | had the privilege of joining
Lewisville High School students past and
present as members of the Class of 1958 pre-
sented a class photo with Congressman Ikard
to their alma mater. More than six decades
later, their service to the school is paying divi-
dends, particularly as the Class of 2019 fol-
lows in its footsteps.

The Lewisville High School Student Body
Officers of 2018-2019 include:

President—Braeden Kajs

Vice President—Jordan Jackman

Secretary—Brooke White

Treasurer—Matthew Jimenez

Parliamentarian—Cecil Ehirindu

Historian—Jackie Hernandez

Community Service Officer—Yesenia
Regalado

LISD Liaison—Madison Jaegers

Multicultural Office—Par Hniang

School Service Officer—Ariana Mata

School Service Officer—Danny Hair

Project Officer—Wesley Brewer

| appreciate these students’ dedication to
Lewisville High School and their North Texas
neighbors, and wish them the best as they
graduate this spring. Whether in six years or
six decades, it is my hope that the Class of
2019 will return to Lewisville High School to
continue this tradition for generations to come.

———

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT
EDWARD K. SLAVIN, U.S. AIR
FORCE, ON HIS RETIREMENT
UPON 22 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, today | offer
my heartfelt congratulations to Master Ser-
geant Edward K. Slavin, a resident of York,
Pennsylvania, on his retirement following 22
years of dedicated service to our Country in
the United States Air Force.

MSgt Slavin currently serves as the Aircraft
Mechanic Supervisor at the 193rd Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron in Middletown, Penn-
sylvania. He entered the USAF in 1997, and
served in numerous assignments and deploy-
ments throughout his distinguished career.



E106

MSgt Slavin has shown not only outstanding
leadership, but uncommon technical skill. His
nine deployments in support of Operations
Iragi Freedom and Enduring Freedom dem-
onstrate tireless devotion and self-sacrifice on
behalf of the American people. He was a vital
part of joint exercises with allies around the
world, and volunteered to train members of
the Canadian Air Force and Indian Air Force
in the operation and maintenance of their
newly assigned C—-130J aircraft. MSgt Slavin
also quickly volunteered to support disaster re-
lief efforts following Hurricane Katrina and the
2007 Peru Earthquake.

His numerous commendations and awards,
include the Air Force Commendation Medal,
National Defense Service Medal, Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award (w/2 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters), among several others, and are a testa-
ment to his steadfast courage, personal integ-
rity, unwavering work ethic, and impeccable
character. His enduring legacy of service to
our Nation is exceptional and sets the stand-
ard for all to follow.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Tenth Congres-
sional District, | commend and congratulate
my fellow brother-in-arms, Master Sergeant
Edward K. Slavin, upon his retirement and for
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his devoted service to the United States of
America.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. TOMMY
LEONARD

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the life of Tommy Leonard,
the founder of the Falmouth Road Race and
a beloved member of the Cape Cod commu-
nity.

Growing up in western Massachusetts, Mr.
Leonard fell in love with running at an early
age. Following high school, he joined the
United States Marines and ran his first Boston
Marathon in 1953.

Inspired by his community and Frank
Shorter’s historic victory in the marathon at the
1972 Olympics, Mr. Leonard brought his love
for running to Cape Cod. Thanks to his dedi-
cation, the Falmouth Road Race was first held
on August 15, 1973. Beyond the formation of
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the race, Mr. Leonard worked tirelessly on the
ground level to promote the event and recruit
racers to inspire the next generation. Two
years later, the seven-mile race was won by
Frank Shorter.

What began as a fundraiser for the Fal-
mouth High School girl's track team has now
taken on a life of its own. The race began with
just 92 runners working to fund travel ex-
penses for the Falmouth track team. However,
soon the race was helping local runners earn
college track scholarships. Now with over
12,000 annual racers, the Falmouth Road
Race has contributed millions of dollars to
local charities. Mr. Leonard has become a pil-
lar of his community and his dedication to
helping those around him continues to live on
with the Tommy Leonard Spotlight Award,
which gives $2,500 to a nonprofit each month.

Mr. Leonard passed away on January 16,
2019. However, his commitment will long be
remembered through his growing family of
runners and the legacy of his activism.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life of Tommy Leonard. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing his many years
of dedication to his community.
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